***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***
December 5, 2014, 8-10pm
Videofag 187 Augusta Avenue, Toronto, ON
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Still from Wrecking Miley by Josh Studham (2014) 2:08

On Friday December 5th, Videofag, a barber-shop-turned-arts-incubator in Kensington Market will host a one-night screening as part of WADE IN, an international video art festival
organized by Eastern Edge Gallery in St. John’s, NL. The festival’s concept, which draws an
analogy between the vocabularies of water and digital media, culls a shared pool of approximately 40 video artworks by emerging artists in Canada, Ireland and Iceland.
Between August 2014 and April 2015, curators across 5 cities, including Toronto, will program satellite screenings from this larger pool in an effort to create a network of exposure
for participating artists and the opportunity for longterm, collaborative relationships between distant cities and venues.
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That Teenage Feeling will be the Toronto instalment of WADE IN, organized by local curator
and designer Zach Pearl. As its title implies, the screening brings together videos that explore the highs and lows of juvenilia. Many of the works also build upon the liquid metaphor
of the festival by equating adolescence with a fluid shifting of identity and affiliation. Overall, the screening raises important questions about the visual continuation of those mercurial
behaviours and sensations into adulthood as both a politic and an identity. Topics and imagery range from darkened cinemas and fragmented bodies to ‘glitching’ hearts, Sailor Moon
and the carving of a fur-covered loaf.
The screening is also accompanied by a handmade publication featuring ‘love letters’ written
by the curator to the artworks. An edition of 20 of these will be available for purchase that
night. The programme will be followed by a reception with food and drink. Local artists will
be in attendance. Approximate running time: 56 minutes. $5 suggested donation.

Still from Modem Mantra [redux] by Peter Rahul (2014) 4:55

More about the festival:
WADE IN is a multi-site international artist-share incorporating a series of contemporary
video and new media art screenings and artist-orientated workshops. Organized by Eastern
Edge Gallery in St. John’s, Newfoundland, a team of 6 curators in 5 different locations select
from a shared artist pool revealing the ways in which the moving digital image permeates
our daily experience through a diverse series of screenings. Participating curators include
Eva Isleifsdottir (Reykjavik), Chris Clarke (Cork), Michelle Jacques (Victoria), Zach Pearl
(Toronto), and Mary MacDonald/Jason Penney (St. John’s).
|
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Artist Biographies:
Adrienne Crossman is an artist, educator and curator. A graduate of OCAD University, she
holds a BFA in Integrated Media and a Minor in Digital Media Studies. She has completed
residencies at Spark Contemporary Art Space (Syracuse, NY) and La Baraque (Montréal, QC).
Her practice explores the manipulation and deconstruction of media to create new artifacts
through formal re-interpretations. Adrienne is currently a Programming Coordinator at Xpace
Cultural Centre in Toronto.
Allison Hrabluik is a Vancouver-based multimedia artist. She completed post-graduate
studies at the HISK in Gent, Belgium in 2007, and received her BFA from ACAD in Calgary
in 2000. Allison’s work has been shown in solo and group exhibitions and film festivals across
Canada and abroad including Tatjana Pieters Gallery Gent, Belgium; The Western Bridge, Seattle; The Vancouver Art Gallery; Isabella Bortolozzi Galerie, Berlin, Germany; Mercer Union,
Toronto; Downtown Artspace, Adelaide, Australia; Market Gallery Glasgow, Scotland and The
Western Front, Vancouver.
Brianna Lowe is an artist who lives and works in Toronto. Having graduated in 2012 from
OCAD University from the Drawing and Painting department, her next step is to complete a
Video Game Design course at George Brown. She has exhibited in Canada, United States and
the Netherlands.
Conor McGarrigle is an Irish new media artist, researcher and educator. His work is concerned with the integration of digital technologies into the everyday, the spatial implications
of location aware mobile devices and the social, political and cultural implications of Big Data.
His work has been shown internationally in over 70 exhibitions including the 2011 Venice Biennale, The Irish Museum of Contemporary Art, Site Santa Fe and FILE São Paulo. He teaches in the Emergent Digital Practices program at the University of Denver.
Kailey Bryan is a multi-media artist working in installation, performance and social practice.
She received her BFA with Honours from York University and was the recipient of the Visual
Arts Newfoundland & Labrador Emerging Artist of the Year Award, the E. J. Lightman Sculpture Award and the Louis Odette Award for Sculpture. She is also a founding member of Toronto based collective Tongue & Groove. She currently lives and works in St. John’s, NL.
Josh Studham is a video artist and musician living in Hamilton, Ontario.
Marisa Hoicka is a bi-lingual (English and French) Canadian artist working in video, installation, painting, performance art, electronics and fibres. She was most recently recognized as
one of “ARTINFO Canada’s 30 Under 30 2014.” Her work explores, in a surreal yet pragmatic
way, young people’s relationships–or lack of–to labour and love, including insecurities about
gender, sexuality and responsibility. Hoicka’s videos and installations have been shown from
San Francisco to Berlin, including San Francisco MoMA and the Toronto Images Festival. She
currently lives in Toronto.
Peter Wilkins is a multimedia artist based in Clarke’s Beach, NL. His various bodies of work
have been exhibited across Canada and abroad, including The Rooms Provincial Art Gallery
(St. Johns’, NL), Confederation Centre Art Gallery (Charlottetown, PEI), the Art Gallery of
Greater Victoria (Victoria, B.C), and Canada House (London, England). In 2009, Wilkins was
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the inaugural artist-in-residence at Memorial University (St John’s, NL), and in 2013,
Wilkins exhibited at the 55th Venice Biennale in the Collateral Event, About Turn: Newfoundland in Venice, Will Gill & Peter Wilkins.
Peter Rahul is a Toronto-based digital media artist specializing in glitch methodologies.
As a techno-archaeologist, Rahul explores the limits of vintage electronics in hopes of discovering unknown functions. Since graduating from OCAD University in 2013, Rahul’s
work has been exhibited in Toronto, New York, Bordeaux & Milan.
William Andrew Finlay Stewart is an artist from Owen Sound, Ontario, living in Toronto.
Working largely in video and installation, his work often explores underlying structures and
systems of organization. He graduated OCAD University in 2012 in Sculpture and Installation and Integrated Media and won several awards for his work, including the Bluma Appel
Award and the H.L. Rous Award. He currently serves on the Ontario Film Review Board.

More about the venue:
An incubator for contemporary art and culture, Videofag is a storefront cinema and performance lab dedicated to the ongoing creation and exhibition of video, film, new media, and live
art. Located in Toronto’s historic Kensington Market, the space is run by Jordan Tannahill &
William Ellis, who converted it from a derelict barbershop in October 2012.

Contact:
Zach Pearl
647-710-9550

WADE IN
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